
Happy November to you!  

Weõre looking forward to 

the upcoming holidays and 

are excited to share with 

you the excellent work that 

has been taking place here 

at Stewart during the past 

month.   The current issue 

of the Scoop contains a 

wealth of information about 

the goings -on at each grade 

level and various depart-

ments, a review of some 

recent celebrations and 

special events, and impor-

tant information and re-

minders about  upcoming 

activities.   

Weõd like to thank everyone 

who participated in parent -

teacher conferences on 

Wednesday and Thursday, 

November 4 and 5.  We 

experienced nearly 100% 

turnout.  As always, we ap-

preciate  your dedication to 

your childõs education as 

demonstrated through your 

interest in communication 

with your childõs teacher.   

On Friday, November 13th 

we hosted our first grade 

level coffee.  Please see the 

attached flyer for more 

information about future 

coffees for various  grade 

levels.  We encourage all 

parents to take advantage 

of this opportunity for di-

rect and focused contact 

with Stewart administra-

tion with other parents 

from your childõs grade 

level.   

The holiday concerts for 

kindergarten, first, third 

and fourth grades are fast 

approaching.  Please care-

fully read the information 

that will be sent home soon 

regarding these concerts.  

The information will contain 

important directions about 

the schedule for the eve-

ning, including parking and 

drop-off locations.  

During the season of 

Thanksgiving, the Stewart 

staff says, òThank youó to 

the wonderful students and 

families that help make 

Stewart a positive and sup-

portive  learning environ-

ment.  We hope youõre able 

to enjoy this season with 

family and friends, as weõre 

excited to share in this 

time of Thanksgiving with 

you as well. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Brian Graber,  

Principal 

Kaneland School District 

is looking for substitute 

nurses.  If you are an RN, 

please contact Barb Giese 

RN, District Head Nurse 

(630 -365 -5100 ext. 220) 

or the Kaneland District 

Office for further infor-

mation. 

Also, the health offices 

are requesting donations 

of gently used sweatpants 

of all children's sizes.  

The staff would like 

to say Thank you to 

the PTN for the deli-

cious dinner provided 

during conferences.  

We appreciate  your 

thoughtfulness.  

Wanted  

From the Principal  
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Dates to Remember:  

J Nov. 20ð Box Tops, Tyson and 

Campbell Labels due. 

J Nov. 23ð School Improvement, 

NO SCHOOL  

J Nov. 24ð School Improvement, 

NO SCHOOL  

J Nov. 25ð Thanksgiving vacation, 

NO SCHOOL  

J Nov. 26ð Thanksgiving vacation, 

NO SCHOOL  

J Nov. 27 - Thanksgiving vacation, 

NO SCHOOL  

J Nov. 30ð PTN Meeting 7:00 pm  

J Dec. 1ð Holiday Concert Kdg. & 

4th Grades 7:00 pm  

J Dec. 2ð Fun Lunch/Subway 

J Dec. 2-Holiday Concert 1st & 3rd 

Grades 7:00 pm  

J Dec. 5ð Holiday Shoppe 9:00 am -

12:00 pm 

J Dec. 14ð Board of Education 

Meeting 7:00 pm  

J Dec. 15ð Manna Group & Market 

Day Pick up 3:15-4:15 pm 

J Dec. 16ð Fun Lunch/Reams 

J Dec. 16ð KST Spelling Bee 2:00 

pm 

Thank You  



There has been so much 

learning taking place in Kindergarten 

this month!  The students are learning 

about the importance of Thanksgiving 

and what they are thankful for.  We 

are continuing to read stories by our 

author of the month, Audrey and Don 

Wood.  Next time you are at the li-

brary check out some of their books.  

Some favorites include The Napping 
House and Piggies!  The students also 

attended StarLab  this month.  They 

had to crawl into a dome -like struc-

ture and learned about stars, constel-

lations, and the big dipper.  It was a 

very exciting day!  Coming up this 

month, we will have a  special visitor, 

Suzi Myers, from Agriculture in the 

Classroom.  She will teach the stu-

dents about the different seasons!  

A tremendous òThank You!ó 

from the second grade students and 

teachers goes out to all the wonderful 

parents who offered their time, 

knowledge, and creativity: Mr. Bot-

torff (Kraft Sales Rep.), Mr, Catanag 

(Armed Forces Training), Mr. Beatty 

(Firefighter),  Mr. Miranda (RN), Mr. 

Humm (Police Officer), Mr. Parks 

(Plumber), Mr. Steddick (Kohlõs Store 

Manager), Mr. Eckstrom (Engineer), 

Mrs. Cates (Director of Operations 

The second grade had a fun 

first quarter!   Many of our social 

studies and language arts activities 

focused on careers and community.  

Our favorite of all was our guest 

speakers.  Many parents volunteered 

to visit us and share interesting in-

formation about their jobs.  We 

learned from demonstrations, role 

playing, tools and visual aids.  It was a 

great big Show and Tell with our par-

ents as the stars!  

and Programs- Arts), Mrs. McCarron 

(Nurse), Mrs. Arand (Radiologist), 

Mrs. Parks (Bus Driver), Mr. Dunne 

(Sales Rep.), Mrs. Reed (Beekeeping), 

Mr. Cates (Marketing), Mrs. Klecka 

(ER Nurse), Mr. Hasenbalg 

(Attorney), and Mrs. Mitchinson 

(Speech Pathologist).  We are fortu-

nate to have so many parents that are 

able to offer their talents.  
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Learning while playing in EC  

First Grade has been busy studying 

the author Cynthia Rylant this month.  

She has written several children's 

series including the favorite Henry  

and Mudge and Poppleton.  With 

Thanksgiving coming up, they are 

learning about the lives of Pilgrim 

children from long ago and studying 

the history and meaning of our 

Thanksgiving traditions.  First grade 

students will also be visiting Star Lab 

and discovering the movement of the 

earth and the moon around the sun.  

PLAY is how children learn in early child-

hood.  It should be fun and positive!  

Here are some tips for playing with chil-

dren:  

Talk in a warm and friendly 

voice. 

Talk in short phrases and sen-

tences.  

Talk slowly and clearly.  

Wait a few seconds after you 

speak so that the children have a 

chance to talk back to you.  

Young children need a great deal 

of repetition to master an activ-

ity.  Repeat often what they play.  

Do not expect children to learn 

right away.  Activities should be 

varied and then repeated often.  

Show children that you are inter-

ested in them and give them your 

attention.  

Give lots of hugs, pats and smiles.  

                                                                            

Enjoy yourself and have fun!  

                                                                           

Mrs. Gramley & Mrs. Beatty  

Kindergarten has an exciting month  First Grade  



In third grade, we are excited 

about the progress our students 

are making with their multiplica-

tions fact triangles.  Weõre 

pleased to see the students add-

ing juicy details and vivid visuali-

zations to their writing.  A big 

congratulations to the students 

who were invited to our 1st 

Quarter Recognition Morning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth grade students held 

their first Student Recognition 

Ceremony on November 2.  

Three students from each class-

room were recognized for aca-

demic achievement, most im-

proved, and great character.  In 

the future, students will receive 

their award in front of their 

peers on the day report cards 

are sent home.  

vember 20th.  The classes will be 

learning and researching facts 

about the historical voyage of the 

Mayflower and the brave people 

that sailed to the òNew Worldó .  

Whose class will be the ultimate 

champions of the Pilgrim trivia?  

Finally, after the break, students 

will be making their changes in sci-

ence.  Each class will move to an-

other teacherõs room for a new per-

spective and experience.  

 Have a great Thanksgiving!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

Itõs hard to believe that November 

is already upon us and we are now 

into the second quarter.  We all 

worked diligently with our classes 

to prepare for last weekõs confer-

ences.  Our thanks go out to those 

parents who were able to attend 

and learn about the school year up 

to this point.  With Thanksgiving 

just around the corner, the 5th 

grade team will also be hosting the 

annual Pilgrim Party on Friday, No-

name (number) and password.  Stu-

dents in grades 3 -5 have been taught 

how to log in, but every student has 

an account.  Questions?  Contact Tri-

cia Barton 

(patricia.barton@kaneland.org or 630

-365 -8170 x. 120).  

Search the Stewart Library Catalog 

at home!  From the Stewart homepage 

(http://www.kaneland.org/kst/), click 

Library System on the right hand 

sidebar.  Kids can also see what books 

they have checked out, place holds, 

recommend books to friends, and re-

view books by clicking the Login but-

ton at the upper right hand corner of 

the screen and entering their user-
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5th Grade hosting annual Pilgrim Party  
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vited .  If some children are to be 

excluded from the party, the invi-

tations must be distributed OUT-

SIDE of the school.  

Participation in school -sponsored 

activities on school days,  re-

quires at least a half day atten-

dance in school on the day of the 

activity.  Students who are sent 

home from school due to illness 

will not be allowed to participate 

in school sponsored after -school 

activities.  Examples of activities 

include, but are not limited to, 

After Class Enrichment and eve-

Please have your children dress 

warmly as they will go out for 

recess when the wind chill is 

above 0 degrees.  The principal 

decides whether to have indoor 

or outdoor recess.  Parents may 

request indoor recess for their 

child after an illness, for a maxi-

mum of one day.  If a child must 

stay indoors for a longer period,  

parents must furnish a note from  

a physician. 

Passing out party invitations in 

the classroom will ONLY be al-

lowed if ALL students are in-

ning musical programs. 

Please help us maintain our beau-

tiful landscape by having your 

children stay on the sidewalk.  

From the lunchroom:  

Please remember to put spoons in 

your childõs lunch.  The school  is 

not able to provide them.  

The lunch monitors are not able 

to heat up any food for lunch.  All 

hot foods should be in a thermos.  

(P.S. Dads, one less turn on the 

lid!)  

Important Reminders  

For the past couple of months, you 

might have noticed a team of people 

working on flashcards, sight words, 

and computer programs.  Many pro-

fessionals have been involved in 

launching the RtI program here at 

our school, and we have all been 

working toward the goal of helping 

our students with their reading 

skills.  

Recently, the RtI staff and class-

room teachers met, reviewed test 

scores, and discussed the progress 

of the 140+ students who have been 

receiving reading interventions.  On 

November 12 th  we celebrated be-

cause approximately 25% of them 

improved so much that they 

ògraduated!ó 

On Monday, November 16 th  our 

second intervention cycle will be-

gin.  Some students will continue 

with current interventions and 

others will move on to new meth-

ods of improving their reading 

skills.  We appreciate all the addi-

tional support that parents give 

their students as we strive to-

ward the goal of creating strong 

and confident readers.  

Listening affects all areas of learning.  

As we converse with others, we can 

model appropriate listening skills and 

show children òhowó to listen.  Try fol-

lowing these easy tips when your child is 

speaking to demonstrate and encourage 

òactiveó listening: 

Maintain eye contact  

Be interested and attentive  

Ignore distractions  (phone, TV)  

Listen patiently  

Donõt interrupt 

Ask questions that extend the con-

servation  

RtI is celebrating  

The 4th grade Challenge Reading 

students have recently completed a 

nonfiction unit on immigration.  

They created an Immigration ABC 

book in  which they incorporated 

information about various topics 

related to immigration for each let-

ter of the alphabet.  The informa-

tion was written in the form of 

acrostics, pairs of cinquains, story 

pyramids, fortunately/

unfortunately reports, and words 

to the tune of a patriotic song.  

Come see the bulletin board out-

side the Challenge classroom to 

read their outstanding work.   

After reading the book, Sign of 

the Beaver, the 5th grade Chal-

lenge Reading students read cri-

tiques written by Native Ameri-

cans about the ways that Native 

Americans are portrayed in chil-

drenõs picture books.  Through this 

activity, they learned to appreciate 

other cultures and become much more 

critical readers themselves.  They 

then presented this information to 

their classmates.  

Listening and Learning  

Challenge Reading Projects  



Veteranõs Day Celebration 
On the morning of November 11 th , all 

students and staff participated in a 

Veteranõs Day ceremony. The cele-

bration began with Tim Fillipp, Dus-

tin Johnson, Jake Linden, Jeffrey 

Wachter, and Cody Welch from Cub 

Scout Pack 107 raising the flag and 

leading the crowd in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. Guests from the Elburn 

American Legion were introduced 

and identified their military experi-

ence. These Veterans participated in 

events such as the Korean War, 

World War II,  the Vietnam War and 

Operation Desert Storm. Students 

had the opportunity to shake the 

hand of each Veteran and thank them 

for their service to our country. Sev-

eral students delivered hand -made 

cards of appreciation. In true Stew-

art style, every student was attentive 

and respectful throughout the cere-

mony. A special note of thanks is 

given to Mr. Kurt Wachter from Cub 

Scout Pack 107 and Mr.Wiley Over-

lee of the Elburn American Legion 

for their help in coordinating the 

event.  


